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 STANDARD ELECTRICAL ENCLOSURES 
 

 
The majority of electrical enclosures used by Southworth are either rated NEMA 1, 4, or 12.  Any type of enclosure can be 
specified on an order, however, it will cost extra and may in some cases extend the lead time.  Below are some tips 
concerning NEMA classifications and the standard NEMA type enclosures used by Southworth. 
 

 NEMA 1 enclosures provide the least protection and are typically the least expensive.  These enclosures are 
generally sheet metal enclosures without gaskets and usually have pre-punched knockout holes.  They are 
typically used to keep operating personnel out of the enclosure and nothing else. 

 
 NEMA numbers are not in any specific order.  For instance, an enclosure with a higher NEMA number does 

not mean that the enclosure provides more protection than an enclosure with a lower NEMA number.  While 
NEMA 12 is “better” than NEMA 1, NEMA 12 is not “better” than NEMA 4. 

 
 Many enclosures have multiple NEMA ratings.  For instance, an enclosure may be rated NEMA 1, 4, and 12.  

Rather than the manufacturer making four different enclosures, they will make one enclosure that is suitable 
for several applications.  This enclosure would typically be considered NEMA 4 because it is the best of ratings 
listed by the manufacturer. 

 
Pushbuttons:  Our standard hand-held pushbutton is rated NEMA 1, 3, 3R, 4, and 4X.  Even  though 4X is the “best”    

 of the NEMA ratings for this enclosure, it is best described as a  NEMA 4 pushbutton.  This is because   
 the electrical strain-relief fitting used to attach the cord is not corrosion resistant. 

 
                              If a customer wants a NEMA 1 or NEMA 12 hand-held pushbutton, we would supply them  with a 

pendant style enclosure.  This is a bulky style enclosure which requires two hands to operate and is 
more expensive than our standard NEMA 4 hand-held pushbutton. 

 
                             Our standard wall-mount pushbutton is rated NEMA 1.  For VRC's and  specialty equipment (i.e. coil 

cars and skid rotators), wall-mount pushbuttons are rated  NEMA 12.  Wall-mount pushbutton 
enclosures are also available in other NEMA ratings. 

 
Footswitches:  Our standard footswitch does not carry a NEMA rating but is suitable for use in a NEMA 1 application.    

  A NEMA 4 footswitch is available for applications requiring either NEMA 4 or 12 and a NEMA 9  
  footswitch is available for specific hazardous environment applications. 

 
Limitswitches: Our standard limitswitches are rated NEMA 4.  Most limitswitches carry a NEMA 4 rating, however,  

  other ratings are available such as NEMA 4X, 6, 7, or 9. 
 
Linestarters:    Our standard linestarter is rated NEMA 1.  However, enclosures for our  control panels are available in  

 most any NEMA rating...at a cost! 


