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UNDERSTANDING THE CE MARK EUROPEAN CODE REQUIREMENTS 
 
In the United States the only code or standard applicable for lift tables is ANSI Standard MH29.1 
“Safety Requirements for Industrial Scissors Lifts”.  This nationally recognized standard is a 
complete and comprehensive regulation covering all aspects of lift table design, manufacture and 
use. In European countries (EU) they too have their own regulations, requirements and standards. 
There are a number of differences between USA and EU requirements, both technically and 
administratively.  
 
ANSI Standard MH29.1 is a voluntary standard and the manufacturers of lifts, as well as end users, 
have a choice to comply. In Europe codes and regulations for industrial lifts are law. Non-
compliance with the “machinery directives” can mean fines or penalties. If a personal injury accident 
were to occur, even the end user can be fined.  Understanding these EU laws and requirements is 
essential in appreciating why we can not just make a few changes, put on a sticker and comply with 
EU requirements.  
 
Modifying the lift to meet the EU requirements may not, in itself, be prohibitively expensive. For 
example, providing additional clearance between the scissors legs. Other areas, like installing a 
safety toe sensor around the perimeter of the platform, could be quite expensive. But the real costs 
of complying with EU regulations lays in the hidden administrative costs. 
 
Any lift that ships to Europe must have a “CE Mark”. This small sticker placed on the machine 
signifies the lift is meeting the EU requirements. The lift must be accompanied by a “*declaration of 
conformity”. This certificate or statement provided by the manufacturer will be required at the port, 
as part of the importation of goods. Lastly, the lift must be accompanied by part “A” of the “Technical 
Construction File”. This is a brief summary description of the machine, its intended use and a listing 
of the applicable EU standards and/or Machinery Directives to which it was designed and 
manufactured.  
 
The other hidden cost, and in many ways the most expensive to produce, is the requirement for a 
“Technical Construction File”. This file, established and maintained by the manufacturer, has strict 
requirements for such things as the engineer’s safety or risk analysis of the lift, copies of test data, 
and calculations verifying the design strength of components and assemblies. This file also details 
the manufacturing process to maintain the conformity of the original design.       
 
So re-designing a lift to meet the EU requirements is but one cost to be considered, and for the most 
part the easiest to accomplish.  Producing a proper technical file can mean hundreds of hours of 
engineering time. Without appreciable volume or the assurance of many repeat orders, it is 
impractical for us to absorb the costs. Shipping a machine into Europe without meeting these 
minimum requirements is not an option; it is also against the law.  
 
If there are any questions, please contact Southworth’s Product Support department. 
 
*Also known as a “declaration of incorporation” when the lift is part of a system that will be compliant. 


