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UNDERSTANDING THE NATIONAL ELEVATOR CODE (A17.1) 
 
 
Although industrial scissors lift now have their own federally recognized standard, from time to 
time local safety inspectors, OSHA or other agencies may take a hard look at a scissors lift.  
This can occur on a  municipal, state or federal level.  An inspector may even “red tag” a 
scissors lift. The claim is that the scissors lift is functioning, as applied, as an elevator, like 
moving between two fixed points.  There is an ASME standard for elevators (A17.1 - The 
National Elevator Code). This can create some frustrating problems for our customers since it 
would be prohibitively expensive to modify a typical scissors lift to conform to the requirements 
of the elevator code. 
 
Up until 1988 The National Elevator Code (A17.1) specifically excluded material handling lifts 
that traveled less than five feet.  But, on October 6, 1988 A17.1 was revised.  The new language 
in the code no longer excluded material handling lifts and made no reference to the travel. 
Consequently, a material handling lift for most any dock or in-plant application, traveling as little 
as one foot might be interpreted to fall under the jurisdiction of A17.1.  
 
So, does The National Elevator Code presently include material handling lifts?  
In a word, no.  The Elevator and Escalator Committee of ASME issued an interpretation in 
December of 1986 that clearly excluded scissors lifts from the definition of an elevator. The 
interpretation issued overrules the code and the interpretation becomes the prevailing document.  
A copy of the ruling is available on request. 
 
In summary, the ANSI Standard MH29.1, issued January 14, 1994 is presently the only standard 
which industrial scissors lifts must meet.  The most current version is dated 2003. 
 
The ANSI Standard MH29.1 is quite broad in covering a huge variety of scissors lifts and their 
application from powered to manual, hydraulic, mechanical and pneumatic lifts and lifts that are 
portable or stationary, pit or surface mounted as well as lifts that carry personnel, even lifts 
which travel from one fixed elevation to another. 
 
Copies of ANSI MH29.1-2003 The Safety Standard for Industrial Scissors Lifts is available on 
request - contact the Sales Department. 


